Slyfield/Clay Lane Link Road – BCA Issues
            Traffic
· Traffic is the overriding concern of residents. This was evident from the two surveys the BCA carried out in response to Aldi’s planning applications in 2012 and 2013. Even many of those who were in favour of Aldi (20% of the total) evinced disquiet about the effects of the additional traffic.
· A very recently conducted parking survey (done in response to a GBC review) highlighted residents’ continuing concerns about the traffic levels in Burpham.

· The major existing problems are indicated in black on the Traffic Issues map – Clay Lane, New Inn Lane, the A3100 northbound, the southbound A3 slip road.
· There are further traffic problems looming, shown in red - 
i. Aldi’s new supermarket on the old Green Man site, likely to draw a great deal of traffic from outside the area, given their popularity.

    ii. The proposed development of 2,000 houses at Gosden Hill which could generate 4,000+ 
      vehicles.  
             Other points to note – 

· Improvements to the A3 have just been announced. Until the precise nature of these is known, any major roadwork proposals should be suspended. Can any indication be given as to how the SARP project will relate to the brief given by the Highways Agency on the A3 Improvement Study?

·   If the Gosden Hill development goes ahead there will be changes to the A3, at the very least a new southbound off/on slip.
· It is perfectly feasible to improve traffic flow at the A320/Moorfield Road junction. The BCA has put forward suggestions drawn up by a well qualified civil engineer who is a member of the committee. This was done following the presentation Chris Mansfield gave at a BCA public meeting in March 2014. To date no proper response has been received by the BCA.
· Will the new road be single/dual carriageway? Are there any plans to widen Clay Lane?

Road Safety
· Clay Lane is a C class road not intended to take heavy traffic.

· The junction of Clay Lane and the proposed link road is adjacent to a sharp bend to the right on rising ground that can be wet/icy.   
· Which will be the “main” through road – Clay Lane on to the link road, or Clay Lane through Jacobs Well to the A320 with the link road as a left or right turn?

· What form will the junction take? Bearing in mind that link road traffic turning right into Clay Lane will have a blind bend looking left, will there be any kind of control such as traffic lights or a roundabout?    

             Flooding

· The line of the proposed road goes through designated Green Belt land and across the flood plain.
· It joins Clay Lane at a point that was one metre under water last winter – enough to close the road on at least two occasions. 

· Some questions. What will be done to ensure the proposed road will not end up under water? Will there be embankments?  Will the road have to be raised? What effect would this have in regard to noise and pollution? Will the new road be likely to increase flood risk?
· Clay Lane at present has a 7.5 ton weight limit which was put in for valid reasons – a low strength sand embankment (Clay Lane ramp) and a dangerous bend. What has changed to make those reasons invalid?
            Cost

· The estimated cost is around £7,000,000. Is it right, in a time of financial constraint, to spend this sum on a road for which there is as yet no proven need and where cheaper alternatives are available?
      SARP (Slyfield Area Regeneration Project)
· Is the proposed SARP going ahead in its present proposed form? Is Thames Water going to move? If so, will the new building be a treatment plant or a holding tank with untreated sludge going elsewhere for treatment? If the latter is the case, the number of HGVs leaving and entering the site will be far larger than at present.

